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The Quarterly Issue...
38th Elkhart Juried Regional
through December 4, 2016
Weekly Gallery Talks by Artists of Michiana
Hidden Messages: The Art of Barbara Aubin
Holiday Open House Sunday, December 11, 1-4PM
Special Gallery Talk by Curator Jane Stevens

(left) Charlene Long, 
Mishawaka, IN, received 
two top Purchase Awards 
for her paintings— 
The Craig Gibson Pur-
chase Award and  the 
Stan & June Disher Pur-
chase Award.

(right) Diane Tesler, Kewanna, IN, 
received the Dan & Jan Morrrison 
Purchase Award for her painting, 
“Look Out”.

(left) Judy Wenig-Horswell, Elkhart, IN, won 
the Mark (far left) & Susan Henshaw Purchase 
Award for her ceramic sculpture, “Colony III”.

Many Thanks to Docents & Volunteers!!
The 38th Elkhart Juried Regional could not be made possible 
without the tireless energy of those volunteers and Docents who 
gave nearly 500 hours to the museum during the inventory of en-
tries process, the judging day process, the opening reception, and 
the final returns of artwork in December. They are: 

Docents: Jan Atwood, Trudy Basquin, Joyce Cleavelenad, Sheila 
Cook, Joan Grimes, Susie Lehman, Jane Poe, Dellaura Riggle, 
Kathy Royer, Maria Solow, Mike Wislon-Werner, & Kathy Zienty. 
Volunteers: Linda Burns, Regan Burns, Sarah Burns, Lisa Byrn, 
Sharon Feddersen, John Feddersen, Steve Gruber, Frank Hughes, 
Jackie Hughes, Amy Powers, Stella Schrader, David Solow, Tom 
Soper, and Ken Zienty.

Curator Brian Byrn (right) 
introduces guests and gives 
commentary during  the 
opening reception. Byrn will 
celebrate his 35th anniversa-
ry as Curator of the museum 
on November 15.
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Barbara Aubin: Hidden Messages
Three Exhibits Present the Big Picture of an Artist’s Contributions to Our Region & the Nation

MMAA is pleased to present three exhibits that contextual-
ize the art of the late Barbara Aubin, a well-known Chicago 
artist, teacher, & formerly active founding member of the 
Chicago Chapter of the Women’s Caucus of Art. “Barbara 
Aubin: Hidden Messages”, opens Friday, December 
9, 2016, and continues through Sunday, February 26, 
2017   The second exhibit of, “Works on Paper by Chicago 
Imagists”, shows the internationally recognized efforts of 
the “Hairy Who” (& other artists) and demonstrates the 
influences of Surrealism, Outsider Art, and figuration. The 
third exhibit mounted from the MMAA Permanent Collection 
helps to place Aubin in context with the growing roster of 
important women artists of the 20th Century. These exhibits 
could stand alone but collectively present a much larger 
national view of 20th Century concepts in art. It should be 
noted that Aubin’s work and personal papers were recently 
acquired by the Smithsonian Institution’s National Muse-
um of American Art & archives. The Midwest Museum of 
American Art is grateful to the artist, Jackie Moses (Skokie, 
IL) and Curator Jane Stevens (Chicago) for bringing to our 
attention the work of Barbara Aubin and helping procure 
the important cultural contribution of 18 works that will be 
preserved by MMAA closer to the artist’s home for gener-
ations to come.

A book containing a collection of essays about Barbara 
Aubin entitled, “Barbara Aubin, A Lifetime of Art: 1928-
2014”, was recently published earlier this year by Jane 
Stevens, Associate Curator of Fine Art, Illinois State Mu-
seum Chicago Gallery. The book gives a clear picture of 
Aubin’s accomplishments as a Professor of Art at Chicago 
State University for over twenty years and her years as 
an artist, activist, writer, & curator, giving  women artists 
visibility in Chicago.

Stevens will present a gallery talk about Barbara Aubin on 
Sunday, December 11, at 2:00 PM. Afterwards books will 
be available for purchase and will be signed by the author. 
About the artist, Jane Stevens states, “Elements of water, 
land, and seascapes seem to float through surreal land-
scapes. These dream-like images become very complex 
and beautiful. The autobiographical surreal worlds (Aubin) 
created reflected her strong feminist consciousness.”

This exhibition is graciously sponsored by 
Museum Members like YOU !!

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, 1-4 PM
HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE 
for Members & Guests
Jane Stevens, Curator 
Author of “Barbara Aubin, A
 Lifetime of Art”, gives a gallery 
talk at 2:00 PM.  Signed copies of 
the book for sale afterwards.
refreshments will be served

The highlights of 
the 38th Elkhart 
Juried Regional are 
inside this issue....
Meet some of the Award Winning Artists and hear about their 
work at the Noon-Time-Talks in the upcoming weeks....



NOON•TIME•TALKS
Every Thursday at 12:20 to 1:00PM
The Final Four! Artists from the Elkhart Juried Regional speak 
about their award winning works currently on display.
NOV	 3     	 Kaylee Dalton, Elkhart, IN
		  Angie & Jack Welter Purchase Award
This up-and-coming artist discusses her mixed media abstractions that 
utilize elements of collage to create dynamic and textured images of 
deconstructions of organic forms.
NOV	 10	 Sibyl Graber Gerig, Goshen, IN
		  John & Sharon Feddersen Purchase Award
A past Best of Show winner, Gerig presents an update about her 
unique and beautifully crafted fiber paintings. She received two 
awards this year, the Feddersen Purchase and BEST FIBER Award.

NOV 	 17	 Dick Lehman, Goshen, IN 
		  Dick Lehman is the fourth most award winning artist 
in the history of the Elkhart Juried Regional. This year the Goshen 
ceramist talks about his vessel forms including two works receiving 
Purchase Awards from Steve & Traci Bollero and  Dr. David 
Regan.

DEC	 1	 Jerry Ginther, Rochester, IN
		  Ginther’s unique drawing style that compresses a 
variety of images into one composition as if looking through broken 
glass will be the topic of this artist’s discussion. Ginther received the 
BEST DRAWING Award.

Two Fantastic Films for You during December!
DEC	 8	 “J.M.W. Turner”, (30 min)

		  This National Gallery of Art film explores the pre-
eminent and eccentric English painter’s world. Over the course of 
six decades of the 19th Century he became the leading British artist 
of his time. His paintings are considered by some art historians to be 
the precursors of modern expressionism.

DEC	 15	 NO GALLERY TALK due to special event

DEC	 22	 “Hidden Messages: 
		  The Art of Barbara Aubin”

		  Curator Brian Byrn discusses the exhibit of mixed 
media artwork by the late Chicago artist. The work was acquired 
from the Artist’s Estate in 2015 and is being shown for the first time 
at MMAA.

DEC	 29	 “Parrish Blue”, (27 min)

		  This film was produced in 1967, shortly after the 
death of the popular American artist/illustrator Maxfield Parrish. 
Rare footage of his home in Cornish, New York, is seen just as the 
96-year old had left it. With narration by his son, Maxfield Parrish, 
Jr. and artist/friend Norman Rockwell, the film gives a grainy yet 
engaging portrait using many original paintings at that time.

Warm your mind & your stomach this Winter! 
Bring a warm beverage & a snack to the galleries ....

exhibit continues 
through December 4... 
Be sure to see this exhibit that 
features 207 works by 155 artists 
from the 22-county Michiana 
region and listen to what some of 
them have to say about their works 
during a Thursday Noon-Time-Talk 
(see opposite column for listing of 
speakers). 

This exhibition is
graciously sponsored by the 
Elkhart County Conventions & Visitors Bureau.

38th Elkhart Juried Regional
The Largest Awards Show in the State! $34,700 in Awards in 2016

Terry Mark, Director of Com-
munications for the Elkhart 
County Conventions & Visitors 

Bureau, announces the top seven awards selected by the judg-
es including the Jack & Karen Cittadine BEST of SHOW Award 
that went to a surprised Dora 
Natella from Granger, Indiana.

The two judges for the 38th 
EJR  examined 447 works in five 
hours. Shown here are Michael 
Crowthers (left), Curator from 
the Art Museum of Greater La-
fayette, along with, Lance Crow, 
Director of Education at the 
Richmond Art Museum, Rich-
mond, Indiana.

Photographs in this issue taken by Chantel Shetler, Midwest Museum Intern 
from Grace College, Winona Lake, Indiana.



TRIBUTES
The Midwest Museum of American Art gratefully acknowledges 
gifts In Honor of or In Memory of special friends. 

Jerry Beeker
by Joan Grimes

Doloris Cogan
by Jan Atwood

Stanley Cross
by Carey Deckard

Bill Dean
by Jane Burns
Michael & Peter Dyslin
 Dean & Judy Kelly
Jackie MacKenzie

Sandy Duwe
by Jan Atwood
Phil & Verna Brinson

Marguerite Gildea
by Jane Burns
Dr. Don & Judy Findlay
Mary & Steve Rice

Ann Goodridge
by Jane Burns

Howard Smith
by EHS Class of 1941

Ronald Hansing
by EHS Class of 1941

Scott Hendrie
by Jane Burns

Jean Hicks
by Jane Burns

Thomas Rajkovich
by Jane Burns
Bridgette & John Doheny
Bill & Mary Beth Homer
Doloris Lakich
Frank, Kathryn Malone & Family
Paul & Kelly Mullaney
John Spear
Ruth Swanson
John & Elaine Wiening

Bette Ringuette
by Brenneman Memorial
	 Missionary Church Choir
Jane Burns
Brian & Lisa Byrn
Dr. Glen & Tamara Davis
The Frontiers Club
Joan Grimes
Dick & Mary Ellen Hinton
Home Comfort Experts
Shirley Schwindaman
Andrea Short
Duane & Kathy Zook

Esther Slaughter
by Jane Burns

In Honor of MMAA
by Judith Defries
Lea Goldman 
Bruce Pickens
William & Barbara Stagg
Abby Thomas

In Memory Of

as Winter continues...
NOON•TIME•TALKS Curator Brian Byrn 
presents a series of talks about artists & their works 

JAN	 5	 The Monster Roster & The Hairy Who
		  The history of Chicago art in the 20th Century is 
a colorful collection of challenging personal visions that embraced 
difficult, and at times, odd influences including l’Art Brut, a term 
coined by French artist Jean Dubuffet, Outsider or Primitive art, 
drawings by children, and art of ethnographic origins.

JAN	 12	 Defining Surrealism
		  Beginning in 1922-24, a series of exhibits, a mani-
festo, and an unusual group of both Americans and European artists 
delve into the subconscious world of dreams. The work of Sigmund 
Freud & Carl Jung become important touchstones for these artists.  
Surrealism was the most powerful influence in 20th Century art and 
still pervades the realm of art in the 21st Century. 

JAN	 19	 Women Artists of the 20th Century		
	 	 Curator Brian Byrn continues to explore the three 
special exhibits by highlighting important works by women in the 
20th Century from the MMAA Permanent Collection. 

JAN	 26	 “Arcimboldo: Nature & Fantasy”, (30 min)	
		  This film looks back in time to a precursor of  Surre-
alism, the paintings of Giuseppe Arcimboldo, that dazzled the courts 
of Europe. His imaginative combinations of fruits, vegetables, & 
flowers create allegorical portraits of emperors and witty caricatures 
of their courtiers. His paintings reveal the mind of an artist deeply 
influenced by the new discoveries in new worlds during the Age of 
Exploration. 

Sponsor needed for Free Family Day
The Midwest Museum of American 
Art is searching for a sponsor to un-
derwrite the FREE FAMILY DAY 
every Sunday in 2017.  Anyone in-
terested may contact Brian Byrn at 
574-293-6660.

Jan Morrison (left) and friend, Nancy Graber, were both included as Purchase 
Award Patrons with their husbands, Dan & Mike. They along with about 50 
others enjoyed selecting their works of art on Wednesday evening, October 5.

MMAA News briefs....
The Holiday “Pop-Up” Shop opens on November 1 and conti-
ues through December 1 as a fundraiser for the MMAA Education 
& Acquisition Fund. Wonderful treasures abound that have been 
donated by MMAA Members. Find your happiness for the Holi-
days by supporting your museum! Open during regular hours on 
Thursday through Sunday. Thanks to Sheila Cook for organizing 
and designing the shop.

American Walking Club, Yoga, & Tai Chi are continuing 
through the Fall and into Winter. MMAA Members can take advan-
tage of visiting Wellfield Botanic Gardens on Saturdays through the 
first of the year. Present your Membership Card for access. Call for 
times & enrollment for Tai Chi with Susie Lehman or Yogs with 
Misty Love. Get fit and enrich your imaginations!

Peoples’ Choice Award sponsored by Abby Thomas. You can 
vote for your favorite artist in the exhibit through December 3. The 
artist with the most votes will receive $500! Thanks Abby!



The 38th Elkhart Juried Regional 
Opening Reception with over 330 in attendance!
Over 50 Purchase Award Patrons made their selections after the judging 
had concluded. Purchase Patrons were invited to come two nights before 
the opening to make their selections and see the exhibit formally installed. 
On Opening night, October 7, $34,700 in awards were given away to artists 
from the 22-county region. Works not selected for Purchase Awards are 
still available to buy. A Checklist with prices is available at the front 
desk. Below are some of the highlights of the opening.

(See more photos of events & people at the Midwest Museum 
of American Art on the Midwest Museum’s facebook page.)

Sunday Mahaja (right), 
Goshen, IN, stands beside 
his welded steel sculpture 
of two wading birds enti-
tled “Mother’s Love” that 
received the Drs. Daniel 
& Linda Burns Purchase 
Award.

(left) Randall Roberts, Administrative Gallery Assistant, greets 
Trustee Dr. Daniel Burns, his wife Dr. Linda Burns, & Trustee 
Jennifer Abrell, on opening night of the Elkhart Juried Regional.

(below) Beth North presented the William & Jeanne Batten Memo-
rial Merit Award for Sculpture to Robert Albers, Valparaiso, IN.  

Curator & Interim Director, Brian Byrn (left) 
joins Artist, Bill Kremer, Edwardsburg, MI, next 
to his double-award winning ceramic “Sculptur-
al Vessel #2”, that received BEST CERAMIC Award 
and the Jon & Meghan Wenger Purchase Award

Artist Ellen Ridenour, 
Elkhart, IN, received a 
special Purchase Award 
for the Midwest Muse-
um’s permanent collec-
tion sponsored by Bruce 
Pickens, Carmel, IN. The 
award was selected to 
honor Jane Burns, Direc-
tor Emeritus & Founding 
Trustee for her 35 years 
of service to MMAA.



BENEFACTOR
# Drs. Terry Bryant & Elizabeth Elliot 
#Inova FCU 
#Abby Thomas 
*#Peggy Weed 

CORPORATE
*# Billings Funeral Home 
# Whistler & Lavery 
Randy Lelieart Insurance 	 Agency

PATRON
*# Stephen & Sonya Beck 
*Karen Current
# David Weed & Dawn Engle
Linda Fritschner
# Adah Lynn 
# ‡Jacqueline MacKenzie
*Lisa Gilman & Michael Rheinheimer
*Justin & Brooke Rothshank
    
SOCIETY OF ASSOCIATES
# Barry & Dr. Margaret Banks
*Dr. Dean & Peggy Birzele
# Stan & June Disher
Winston Graber & Sibyl Graber-Gerig 
# Lamont & Charlene Long
# ‡Mary Naquin 
# Thomas Rajkovich
*# Mary Lou Stackhouse 
*# Dr. Ray & Cheryl Waldman
*# Dr. John Werner & 
Mike Wilson-Werner
# Ken & Kathy Zienty

FAMILY
Tony & Tamara Bianco 
# John Blosser & 
Rebecca Unternahrer                     
#Phil & Verna Brinson  
#Steven & Tracy Bollero 
#William & Jody Comer
#Larry & Sheila Cook 
*Jim & Betsy Cooke 
#Tom & Nancy Curtis 
*Mike & Cori Edmisten
*Doug Franson 
#Gene & Cynthia Gamber
#‡Nancy Gerber
Jim & Bev Haas
*#Doris Havens
#‡ Abner & Anne Hershberger
#‡Dr. Larry & Pat Knight
*Ben Koch *
#Craig & Patricia McClure 
Philip & Becky Mattair
*# Thomas & Sharon Mellin
*#‡Ward & Mary Merchant
*Wesley & Kendra Nafziger 
*Perry Olshein
Wayne & Barb Pearce
*# Ann Ryan

FAMILY
*Joe Segura
# Dr. Daron & Michelle Sheline
*# Dr. Francis & Barbara Shembab
Lori Snyder
*Bill Tourtillotte 
*Robert & Nancy Wirt 
*Tom Zuber 

INDIVIDUAL
# Dr. Francisco Avilla
# Roni Balthes 
*# Jean Borneman
# Neil Boston 
*Brenda Bowyer
#‡Byron Brady
# Mary Ann Carroll
# Joe Chomyn 
# Carol Connor
# Frances Cox 
*Sharon Donlon
*Anna Ryan Drew 
Harry Funkhouser
# Eli Glazer 
#June Glazer 
*Lea Goldman  
*Todd Hoover 
*Vasilisa Kiselevich
# Pamela Kling
# Alan Larkin 
Laurie Lechlitner
*Barry McBride 
*Fred McNeil 
Dora Natella
# Sharon Noel 
Diane Overmyer
# Dorothy Overpeck 
Bryan Palmer
*Gundega Penikis
*# Charlene Rule 
*Ginny Scott 
*Cheryl Snay 
*Jane Stevens 
# Diane Tesler
Jerrold Van Dyke
# Janice Verace 
# Stephen Verace 
*# Merritt Webb 
*Kay Westhues 
*Rob Wise
*Dana Wyatt

STUDENT
# Kinsey Bree Fisher 

SENIOR
*Janice Ackerson 
*Tim Ackerson
#‡ Marvin & Delores Bartel 
*Diane Beecher
# John & Martha Bender 
*Edel Ann Berberi 
*Jo Ellen Bernstein 
#‡ Pat Bickart 
*Glenda Cobb Bixby 
# Frank Booth II
# Jan Bower 
# Delores Bradshaw
Mary Ann Campell
*# Candice Clarke 
*# Joyce Cleaveland 
*Janene Clerc 
*Dick Cripe 
*# Cecilia Cushing 
*Bunny Dimke 
*Thomas Fehlner 
*Linda Freel 
# William Healy 
# Norma Helm 
*Frank & Jackie Hughes  
*Rena Ide 
*Judith Karst 
*John Kibler 
*Evelyn Wiskotoni Kibler 
*Marilyn Kruger 
# Gloria Leipzig 
Mary Kay Londergan
# Richard Magee 
*# Billie Malott  
# Robert & Gail Martin 
George & Kathy Millet
#‡ Phil & Mary Jane Monteith 
*# Marguerite Nommay
*# Pamela Peterson 
Ann Peperak
*Joseph Perry 
*# Mary Plymale 
David & Mary Anne Poplewski
# George Rapp  
Richard & Kay Rhodes
# Ellen Ridenour 
*# Kate Rider 
Robert Rowland
*# Kathy Royer 
*Esther Slaughter 
*Elli Struckel 
*# Katherine Schmidt 
*# Mary Ellen Shamory
*Gayle Shaum 
# Dr. Nicolas Shelley 
Carolee Searles
*Helen Sandlin 
# Paul & Betty Thomas 

 

The Midwest Museum Welcomes its New and Renewing Members
August 1 through October 31, 2016

* indicates new or increased membership
‡ indicates Charter Member since 1979 
# indicates Donor has donated over 10 years.

See more photos 
of events & people 
at the Midwest 
Museum of 
American Art
on the Midwest 
Museum’s 
Facebook page.


