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Gift Membership
Why not share the Midwest Museum with family or friends? 
There are many benefits to enjoy together.
Memberships in any category may be given as gifts.
 —  Society of Associates $150
 — Family Membership $  60
 — Individual Membership $  20

 — Senior Citizen or Student $  10

Membership is given by: _______________________________
to:
_______________________________________________________________________________

   Mr./Mrs./Miss/Ms.

_______________________________________________________________________________

   Address  Apt.

_______________________________________________________________________________

  City Postal Code

_______________________________________________________________________________

  Telephone                                                            email

   Please mail a gift card to the recipient signed:

Invite a Friend to become a Member of the 
Midwest Museum of American Art 

and share the experience! 
Student memberships are a great value 
at $10 for someone interested in building 

their interest, knowledge, and contact with 
original works of fine art!

Goodbye to Winter, Hello Spring!!
HERITAGE BARNS of INDIANA 

continues thru March 1
Youth Art 2015 opens March 8

The Artist’s Still Life: Selected Works from the
Permanent Collection Covering 100 Years opens April 4

above: “Sears ¼ inch Drill”,
1983, acrylic on canvas,
by Doris Vlasik Hails (1938-2004)
Gift of Dr. Steven Conant, Indianpo-
lis, IN, In Memory of Ruth & Elsie 
Conant.
right: “Fall Flowers”, 1964, oil on 
canvas, by Harriett Monteith (1903-
1975), Gift of The Four Arts Club, 
Elkhart, IN
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MEMBER AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF MUSEUMS
MIDWESTMUSEUM.US 

April 3 thru July 12

Join Us for
Our 36th 

Anniversary & 
Reception of

The Artist’s Still 
Life: Selected Works 
from the Permanent 
Collection Covering 

100 Years
on Sunday, MAY 3 

from 1-4PM

The Midwest Museum of American Art presents a Youth Art 
Month exhibition of selected work by high school students 
from Elkhart Central, Elkhart Memorial, Concord, Northridge 
and the Elkhart Area Career Center beginning Sunday, March 
8, and continuing on view through Sunday,  March 29, 2015. 
This event has been held annually for the past thirty-five years. 

Awards to be given include Kappa Kappa Kappa, Alpha Rho 
Chapter, for the 31st year. These monetary awards known as the 
Curator’s Choice Awards will be given to ten students. For the 
eleventh year, there will be a $500  Scholarship Award, named 
in honor of Phillip Monteith, given by the Elkhart Evening 
Optimists. Finally for the tenth year, Mary Boyer, and daughter, 
Kathy Zienty, will present the Robert & Mary Boyer Awards 
to several students for excellence in their art in the exhibition.

The Opening Reception for students, teachers, parents, and in-
vited guests will be held on Sunday, March 8, from 1:00 PM 
to 3:00 PM.  Museum Members are invited to attend as well.

Sponsors for Youth Art in Elkhart 2015 include Elkhart Lun-
cheon Optimists, Elkhart Evening Optimists, June Holloway of 
Oklahoma City, Tri Kappa, Alpha Rho Chapter, Robert Boyer 
Memorial Fund, and State Farm Insurance—Rocky Enfield.

Youth Art Month 2015
March is National Youth Art Month

The Midwest Museum of American Art is pleased to present 
an exciting look inside the museum’s permanent collection at 
works never before seen. “An Artist’s Still Life” is an exhibit of  
sixty pieces featuring paintings, drawings, and prints depicting 
inanimate objects by artists who have worked over the past 100+ 
years in America. The exhibit opens on Friday, April 3 and will 
continue on view through the museum’s 35th Anniversary and 
conclude on Sunday, July 12.

The exhibition will present images of classic still life subject 
matter— common place objects such as plants, vegetables, fruit, 
dishes, vases and bottles. In these instances the artist has chosen 
the subjects for the sake of qualities such as form, color, texture, 
and composition. In other cases, the still life theme will present 
more metaphorical or allegorical approaches as to the artist’s 
intentions. Cakes and sweets for example may be the perfect 
stand-in for everything one desires. Some themes are further 
stretched into contemporary times and result in questions about 
social and political viewpoints. Various 20th Century styles or 
movements besides realism are thus depicted in the exhibit such 
as Cubism, Pop Art, Narrative Art, and abstraction that should 
serve to expand the viewer’s imagination.

Artist’s selected from the museum’s holdings represent those 
of notoriety on a local, regional and nation level. Some of them 
include Anthony Droege, Ron Monsma, Frances Cox, Steve 
Manheimer, Harriett Monteith, Margie Stevens, & Rod Liechty. 
Historical figures include William Merritt Chase, Marsden 
Hartley, Ellen Lanyon, Joseph Stella, & Edmund Tarbell. 
Contemporary artists of note include Jim Dine, Jennifer Bartlett, 
Claes Oldenburg, Elizabeth Murray, Sandra Freckelton, and 
Karen Kunc. These are but a few of the 50 artists represented 
in this exhibit.

The exhibition, “An Artist’s Still Life”, may just be the needed 
signpost to direct our attention towards thoughts of diversity, 
range of expression, and achievement in American still life 
painting of both yesterday and today. 

An Artist’s STILL LIFE:
Selected Works from the Permanent 

Collection Covering 100 Years

“Autumn Souvenirs”, 1968, oil on 
canvas, by Margie Stevens (1918-
1982), Gift of 
Mr. & Mrs. Phil Stiver, Elkhart, IN



Visit the Midwest Museum of American Art during the month 
of May and celebrate 36 years of changing exhibits, educational 
programming, preservation, and collection building.

Museum members still have an opportunity to see the 
paintings of historic barns of Indiana by Ft. Wayne Artist, 
Gwen Gutwein. 

If you didn’t get to hear the artist’s introduction to her work 
in December, there will be one last opportunity to do so on 
Thursday, February 26, at 12:20PM. Gutwein is com-
pleting her decade-long project this year and will embark 
on a new project covering all fifty states and the publihing 
of a book of the Indiana barns for the Bicentennial in 2016.

Heritage Barns of INDIANA
continues thru March 1

36th Anniversary Celebration
All during MAY • You’re Invited !!!

The ARTIST’S  ATTIC 
unique ODDITIES  and   •  •
     cast-off treasures
If you are doing your Spring cleaning early... remember the 
Midwest Museum is looking for donations of “unique junk-
tique” for its Artist’s Attic fund raiser sale. You may call the 
museum for pick-up of objects, books, furniture, reproduction 
prints, statuary, ceramics, etc. at 293-6660. The items will be 
placed on sale Friday & Saturday, MAY 29-30 & Sunday, 
May 31 during the three-day event which benefits the museum’s 
educational and acquisition funds. Remember—one person’s 
junk  is another person’s treasure! 

NOON • TIME • TALKS
FREE Gallery Talk every Thursday at 12:20-1:00 PM
Films begin at 12:15... get an early seat!

FEB  5 Winslow Homer
  Curator Brian Byrn presents a discussion about 
the greatest watercolorist of the 19th Century and his views of 
the ocean along the coast of Maine.

FEB 12 FILM: William Merritt Chase (26m) 
  This film highlights Chase’s years at Shinnecock, 
on Long Island, New York, where he established the first Summer 
art school in America.

FEB 19 FILM: David Smith, American Sculptor
(28m)  Born in Indiana, Smith became the preiminent 
sculptor of the Abstract Expressionsit movement in the 1950s.

FEB 26 GWEN GUTWEIN, Heritage Barns... 
  The painter gives her final gallery talk about her 
Heritage Barns of Indiana project.

MAR  5 FILM: Joan Mitchell: Portrait of an 
  Abstract Expressionist Painter  (54m)
  Chicago born painter, Mitchell presents herself 
on film as a self-assured and aggressive abstract painter who 
lived most of her life near Monet’s gardens at Giverny, France.

March is National Youth Art Month
A special series of gallery talks by  art educators highlights public 
school programs.

MAR 12 Art Educator, from an area High School

MAR 19 Art Educator, from an area High School

MAR 26 Art Educator, from an area High School
 
APR 2 FILM: Louise Nevelson in Process
(30m)  Nevelson improvised by using discarded wood 
& materials found in the streets of New York City to create her 
environments and sculptures that she usually painted in all black.
  
APR 9 “An Artist’s STILL LIFE”
  Brian Byrn, Curator, introduces the new exhibit 
of works from the MMAA Permanent Collection forming the 
exhibit, “An Artist’s Still Life”.

APR 16 Marsden Hartley (1877-1943)
  Curator Brian Byrn highlights artists included 
in the current exhibition of works from the MMAA  Permanent 
Collection.

APR 23 Ellen Lanyon (1926-2013)
  Curator Brian Byrn highlights artists included 
in the current exhibition of works from the MMAA  Permanent 
Collection.

APR 30 Jim Dine (b.1935- )
  Curator Brian Byrn highlights artists included 
in the current exhibition of works from the MMAA  Permanent 
Collection.    (more films continue in May... stay tuned) 

150 Years after the end of the Civil War in America...
The Midwest Museum of American Art joins with nine other 
groups and institutions to bring the images, music and literature 
of the Civil War to life in March. The MMAA will feature a mini-
exhibit of images and artifacts celebrating the 150th Anniversary 
of the end of the Civil War from Saturday, March 22 through 
Sunday, March 29. Photographs, books, and other artifacts form 
the basis of this tribute. See other groups in Elkhart County who 
are collaborating including the Elkhart Symphony & the Elkhart 
County Historical Museum.

A Special Concert
A special concert by the Music City Winds, the official wood-
wind quintet of the Elkhart County Sympohony Orchestra, 
will be held on Friday, March 13 beginning at 5:30PM at the 
museum. With this early timeframe concert goers can plan for 
dinner at any number of wonderful downtown dinning estab-
lishments afterwards. The Music City Winds will perform sev-
eral wonderful pieces for flute, oboe, clarinet, French horn and 
bassoon. This concert is free for museum members or a sug-
gested donation of $10 per person. Call the museum for more 
information. A Special Thanks to William and Linda Becker 
for their sponsorship in bringing this group to the museum.



The Midwest Museum Welcomes its New and Renewing Members  
November 1, 2014 through February 1, 2015

BENEFACTOR
*#Mr. & Mrs. Ron Minzey
*#‡Phyllis Welch

CORPORATE
#Barnes & Thornburg

PATRON
#Jon Bentz & 
 Catherine Wells Bentz
  Mr. & Mrs. James Brotherson
#Mr. & Mrs. Ed Chester
‡#Mr. & Mrs. John Gildea
*#Mr. & Mrs. John Feddersen
#Mr. & Mrs. John Hoinville
*Beth Nellist
*#Barbara Thomas

SOCIETY of ASSOCIATES 
  Mr. & Mrs. William Becker
#‡Mr. & Mrs. Richard Boynton
*#Wendell Culp
*‡#Louis Davidson
#Bill Dean & Ann Baucus
#Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Enfield
*Jessica Feddersen
*Mr. & Mrs. John Feddersen
*#Dr. & Mrs. William Frascella
*#Mr. & Mrs. Dean Kelly
#Dr. Wesley Mark & 
 Dr. Mary Harder
*#Mr. & Mrs. Tom McArthur
#Allen Norris 
 & Betty Plunkett
*#Robert Petersen
#Larry Siegel
*K.D. Sleeper
*#Dr. & Mrs. Jack Turnock
*#Evelyn White
#Patricia Van Dyke

FAMILY
#Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Allen
#Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Barb
*Kathleen Carpenter
  Mr. & Mrs. James Cormican
#Mr. & Mrs. Burton Culver
#Mr. & Mrs. Al Dorris
  Mr. & Mrs. Levi King
*Mr. & Mrs. Frank Largent
#Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Lilly
  Mr. & Mrs. Terry Manderfeld
#Mr. & Mrs. William Marohn
#Mr. & Mrs. John Mishler
  Mr. & Mrs. Dan Morrison
  Mr. & Mrs. David Pairitz
#Mr. & Mrs. Sam Paolillo
#‡Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Putnam
  Mr. & Mrs. Richard Ransel
#Mr. & Mrs. Robert Roth
#Mr. & Mrs. Floyd Searer
#Mr. & Mrs. Howard Schrager

FAMILY
#Mr. & Mrs. Michael Tudor
*#Paul Schultz & 
 Margaret Forster 
  Mr. & Mrs. Earl Vandygriff
#James Victor
*Mr. & Mrs. Jim Weeber
*Mr. & Mrs. Jon Wenger
*Mr. & Mrs. John Wetzel
#Mr. & Mrs. William Wilson
*Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Yoder

INDIVIDUAL
  Darlene Adkins
*Anita Jo Babcock
#Heidi Becher
*#Diana Bennett
#William Bissell
  Sherry Borglum
*#‡Richard Brotherson
*Linda Bryan
  Linda Carris
#Deloris Cogan
  Sharon Chupp
*Cynthia Dunlop
  Danny Graber
*#Karen Hawks
  Karen Hayden
#Clay Huth
*Dianna Jackson
  Tracy Jones
#Vince Kelly
*#Dale Kern
  Philip Koch
#Dick Lehman
*#Henrietta McCaul
  Catherine McCormick
  Anne Montgomery
*#Susan Platt
#Miriam Redsecker
#Kelly Robertson
*#Richard Roth
  Michael Sherek
*#‡Treva Vaksvik
#Bradley Vite
 
SENIOR
#Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Antonelli
#Anna Bowers
*Judith Briganti
  Marsha Brook 
 & Fred Kahn
  Mr. & Mrs. Tom Carpenter
  John Charles
*#Suzann Davids
*#Darlene Eddy
#Frances Fraser
#Karin Frey
  Janet Gilbert
*Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Guillaume
Wayne Harshberger
*#Betty Kegerreis
*#Jeanne Mayer
#Mr. & Mrs. Robert Morris

SENIOR
*Mary Perron
#‡Jon Pontzius
#Pat Pritchard
#Russell Riddle
*Dellaura Riggle
*#Bette Ringuette
#Rev. & Mrs. Willard Roth
*Al Smouse & Mary Dunn
*Mr. & Mrs. Mike Sikorski
*#Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sommers
*Patricia Smith
#Patricia Stutsman
*#Cornelia Vandersijs
*#‡Barbara Wich
#Virginia Wildig
Dr. & Mrs. Levon Yoder

* Denotes New 
or Increased 
Membership

‡ Charter 
Member since 

1979

# Has donated 
for 10 

consecutive 
years

In Honor of 
Jane Burns’ Birthday
by Ken & Kathy Zienty

In Honor of 
Patricia Van Dyke’s Birthday
by Phyllis Warrick

TRIBUTES     The Midwest Museum of American 
Art gratefully acknowledges gifts in memory of special friends. 
Notes of acknowledgment are sent by the Museum to those 
honored or to the families of those memorialized. Recent 
memorials and donations include:

In Memory Of

Betty Bickart Murphy
Elkhart High School Class of 1941

B.J. Caldwell
Francis and Marie Kennard

Marian Eppers Szobody
Elkhart High School Class of 1941

John Helfrich
Jane Burns
Betty Kegerreis

Tim Laughlin
Joan Grimes
Barbara Thomas

Laura Lawson
Don & Marj Hershberger

Rod Liechty
Jane Burns
Brian & Lisa Byrn
Darlene Eddy
Joan Grimes
Dale Kern

William “Bill” C. Luther Jr.
Jane Burns 
Brian & Lisa Byrn

Joseph Rueff
Jane Burns
Brian & Lisa Byrn

John Sebu
Jane Burns

James “Bob” Wood
Elkhart High School Class of 
1941

SUNDAY FAMILY FREE DAY
Once again the Midwest Museum of American Art will open its 
doors free of charge on 52 Sundays in 2015 thanks to the generos-
ity of Tom & Dot Corson. Free Sundays at the museum are very 
important to our community for many reasons. Two that come 
to mind are those folks on a fixed income that may find our ad-
mission fee too much for their limited income. Another is the in-
crease in Hispanic people who are coming with their families on 
Sunday and we feel this is a positive step in integrating this group 
into the American way. Our sincere thanks to the Corson Family.

In Honor of Phyllis Welch’s Birthday
by Jane Burns
Mary Grace Miller
Barbara Thomas

In Honor of 
Marie Kennards’ Birthday
by Jane Burns
Mary Grace Miller
Barbara Thomas






